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Gets Any Praise 


CIA Often “Whipping Boy,” Seldom 


By CARL T. ROWAN 
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WASHINGTON — ~-Bity**the 
poor-'Gld^ GetttrHl- Intelligence 
•Ag^n,c^.,(CIA). It is th ej 

^ ren ‘ 

cong just 

tude. 

As-liine^ about 

..(which most of its critics ( 
decidedly do not), I get a little j 
sick of seeing it badgered and ! 
abused by just about everybody 1 

Opinion and Analysis J 


capable of scratching out a sen- 
tence or calling a press confer- 
ence. 


Now this may be interpreted 
as my being in favor of sin 
(which most people are), but 
put ^ r rp^o»^e<^)xd^ } g§^say i ng 
- CIA^dpe^.^.p^etty^ darned. -good 
,job.jrof-protficting., not- oply^U.S. 
s&cuntyf bu afr-ef ' many- we a k- 

£r..,qpuntriest, aU,owr?:the world 
as^yell. * t 

| True, it makes mistakes. Big 
fnes. But only at about the 
lame rate that the State- De- 
partment, the Defense Depart- 1 
Jment, the White House or my 
jold agency, the U.S. Information 
^Agency makes booboos. 

And you'd be hard pressed to 
convince me that CIA's ratio of 
incompetents is any higher than 
that of the U.S. Senate. 

Those who leap to the firing 
line when they discover it's al- 
ways open season on CIA seem 
to ignore one in^scapa ble fact: 

^ System has 

become as cruu§t*1^r national 


security as an army, o1» air force 
or an arsenal of powerful 
weapons. 


criticizing 

L1A most (the Russians, Presi- 

etc.) know this and nobody ex- 
pends more effort than they do 
trying to perfect their cloak and 
dagger operations. 

What we ought not forget is 
that in many critical situations 
these last few years, the United 
States has been able to make 
the correct decisii 



OiXample. 

■Having said all this, I must 
concede that CIA is at a critical 
point in its history. Not only is 


over, out 

the standard device to^'Siscred- 
Jting the Peace Corp Si nsiA 
and other America^geScIeTis 
to Myfe^g^ciA. 

During a recent tour of East 
Africa and Southeast Asia, it 
was made clear to me that sus- 
picion and fear of “the CIA” 
has become a sort of Achilles 
heel of American foreign policy. 

This may seem to justify the 
attacks on CIA in Congress and 
elsewhere but the truth is just 
the opposite. The home-grown 
critics are 100 times more to 
blame for the wild and irra- 
. f ionaI foreign fear of CLA than 
is the agency itself. 

f GHANA OFFICIAL recently 
\$s lamenting the fact that the ! 
I^iited States denied a food re- ! 
qgest because Nkrumah pub- I 
l®ed a book attacking CIA and 
labeling just about every Amer- 


ican who ever put foot in Ghana 
as a “CIA spy.” 

“Are- you surprised that Amer- 
icans would react unfavorably to 
this kind of attack?” I asked. 
“We are surprised that you 
t would direct your anger at us,” 
said the Ghana envoy. “Our 
president took practically every- 
thing he wrote out of American 
books and other publications.” 


At a dinner in Lusaka, the 
ice-president of Zambia began 
{conversation by asking me to 
>give him an appraisal of “The 
invisible Government.” 

I I ducked the question by com- 
|nenting: “I only wish CIA were 
capable of half the things for 
which it is blamed or praised.” 
N^everal Zambian cabinet 


members refused to let me 
.duck, however, and I soon found 
unyself caught in a wild discus- 
sion with people who believe 
jfervently that CIA is in the busi- 
ness of overthrowing and in- 
stalling governments all over 
the world — withouLHi^^pproval 
fcr Jao^^g&^^j^etary of 

I LATER LEARNED that 


every top and middle-level 
Zambian official had been in- 
structed to read “The Invisible 
Government,” Andrew Tully’s 
book “The CIA,” and Morris 
West’s new book “The Ambas- 
sador.’*.. 

I’m not naive enough to sug- 
gest that newspapermen . and 
authors stop writing about CIA. 
Our society is naturally intoler- 


ant of secrecy (which any good 
intelligence operation requires), .2 
so the questioning and criticism | 
will go on. V.*$j 

But it would sure help if some ' 
of the critics conceded that, • 
whether we like clandestine in- > 
telligence operations or not, they 
are indispensable in this crazy, 
crooked, bellicose world in 
which we live. 


